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Preamble

This Club shall be known as the Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club, organized for the purpose of developing an interest in home gardening and the subsequent beautification of the community.

Article 1: Membership

Any person interested in home gardening and willing to pay the annual dues shall qualify for membership.

Article 2: Meetings

Meetings shall be held monthly at a place and time designated by the Executive Board with approval of the membership.

Article 3: Fiscal Year

The Fiscal Year of the Club shall be July 1 to June 30.

Article 4: Dues

The annual dues for the Fiscal Year of $15.00 for a single member and $25.00 for two or more members at the same address shall be paid at the time of joining or annually at the beginning of the Fiscal Year. Members joining after May 1 will have dues paid for the following Fiscal Year. Dues include membership in California Garden Clubs, Inc. and National Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc.

Article 5: Officers and Executive Board

Section 1: The officers of the Club shall be a President, a First Vice President, a Second Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

Section 2: The officers and chairperson of any standing committee shall constitute the Executive Board.

Section 3: Any Executive Board member may be removed for cause by bringing the proposal to the floor for discussion at any regular general membership meeting by any member in good standing; shall be voted on by ballot at the next regular meeting; and must have a two-thirds majority vote of the members present in good standing at the time of the written ballot.

Article 6: Officers: Election and Duties

Section 1: The Officers shall serve a term of two years, July through June, or until their successors in office are duly elected and qualified.

Section 2: No officer may serve more than two successive terms.

Section 3: A nominating committee consisting of three members, one appointed by the President and two elected by the membership at the April meeting, shall propose officer candidates for the coming year and report at the May meeting. The election will be held at the June meeting. For contested offices, the election will be conducted utilizing a written ballot.

Section 4: Outgoing officers shall, no later than two weeks after the June meeting, deliver to their successors in office all records and other materials pertinent to the office.

Section 5: The President shall:

a. preside at all meetings of the Club;

b. preside at all meetings of the Executive Board;

c. with the majority approval of the Executive Board, present the Club Fiscal Year budget for member majority approval not later than the June Club meeting;

d. be empowered to appoint a secretary and/or treasurer or a member of the Executive Board as may be necessary to complete an unexpired term of office, such appointment to be ratified by the Board at their next regular meeting; and

e. perform all other duties that normally pertain to the office of President.

Section 5: The First Vice President shall:

a. perform the duties of the President in his/her absence; and

b. act as Program Chairman for his/her term of office.

Section 6: The Second Vice President shall:

a. perform the duties of the First Vice President in his/her absence; and

b. act as Refreshment Chairman during his/her term of office.

Section 7: In the event of vacancy of the President, the First VP shall succeed. If the First VP declines, then the 2nd VP shall succeed. If the 2nd VP declines, then the vacancy shall be filled by the Executive Board until such time at the discretion of the Club membership it can vote for a new President, but no later than June.

Section 8: The Secretary shall:

a. keep minutes and records of all Club and Executive Board meetings;

b. conduct all necessary correspondence;

c. distribute Executive Board meeting minutes no later than 6 weeks after each meeting;

d. maintain the permanent records of the Club;

Section 9: The Treasurer shall be:

a. the custodian of the Club’s funds;

b. disburse Club funds only as approved by the membership at a regular meeting;

c. collect all members’ dues;

d. maintain an up-to-date roster of members in good standing;

e. maintain up-to date accurate financial records;

f. deposit all funds collected for the Club at least monthly into the Club’s bank account;

g. provide receipts for funds as necessary;

h. keep balanced accounts;

i. issue checks for Club approved expenses counter-signed by the President, or First VP if the President is absent;

j. present a monthly report of all income and expenditures to the membership; and

k. at the end of the fiscal year, summarize all receipts and disbursements in an annual report.

Section 10:Any member of the Executive Board may propose the establishment of a Standing or Special Committees (e.g. Membership, Newsletter, Plant Sales, special project, etc.). A Standing or Special Committee may be established or dissolved with majority approval of the Executive Board. Upon the ratification of the majority of the Executive Board, the President appoints all standing and special committee chairs.

Article 7: Amendment of Constitution and By-laws

This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended as follows:

a. proposed amendments shall be brought to the floor for discussion at any regular business meeting by any member in good standing;

b. shall be voted on at the next regular meeting; and

c. must have a two-thirds majority vote of the members present in good standing at the time of the ballot.

Article 8: Memorial Fund

At the discretion of the Executive Board, a contribution to a Memorial Fund for a deceased member of the Club to a garden-related organization or project shall not exceed $25.00. 

Article 9: Dissolution

All the assets of the Club, in case of dissolution, shall be transferred to the Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District with a recommendation that the assets be used for a community beautification project.

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby attest that this amended Constitution and By-Laws were approved by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present in good standing at the regular meeting of February 5, 2002.

_________________________

Marlina Hartley, President
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